Scots Mile Productions

Video shoot rules of thumb:

BEFORE LEAVING

· Check out equipment and check batteries before packing up to go.

· Take some water and snacks.

· Wear appropriate clothing (dark, green, gray, whatever depending on event).

· Have an overall shoot plan written or in mind.

· Check and clean lenses.

PRE SHOOT

· Visually inspect lens.

· Use consistent settings (e.g. aspect ratio, frame/normal, etc.).

· Use manual white balance before shooting.

· Don’t forget about ND – neutral density filter – to reduce lighting level.

· On multi-camera shoots, start and keep running cameras together.

· On multi-camera shoots, try to have a visual and audio event to sync up (i.e. clapper).

· Get permissions slips signed.

· Do trial taping and playback to check audio and video.

PRE SEQUENCE

· For scripted pieces, do a non-camera walk through to get camera(s) positioned.

· Visually inspect lens.

· Do pre-roll on a sequence (~5-10 seconds).

· Always get some ambient sound and general location shots

· Use manual mode when possible – switch to auto to get set up then back to manual.

· Use 1/60 shutter speed to get more film-look

· For static shots, turn off auto-focus after zoom in and initial set up.

· Minimize overexposure using zebra stripes feature.

· Use shallow depth of field to focus attention.

· On Canon, use frame mode to get film-look or use normal to get more video look.

· When using manual focus, check focus or do a ‘spot focus’ before the shot starts. 

· Use 3 point lighting (key light on front side, fill light on other front side, backlight).

DURING SEQUENCE

· Do rules of thirds for person or point of interest.

· Leave face space and headroom.

POST SEQUENCE

· Take some additional footage (crowds, setting, scenery).

· Always do post-roll on a sequence (~5-10 seconds).

· Take some stills (crowds, setting, scenery).

· If possible, check the footage (be sure to go past the shot on the tape).

POST SHOOT

· Write protect tape.

· Check the footage for audio and video.

Video shoot Rules of thumb

8/11/2004

